[Idiopathic cranial polyneuropathies].
A series of 43 cases with multiple cranial nerve deficits was collected between 1972 and 1990. No diagnosis was established in 15 cases. The facial and the trigeminal nerves were most frequently affected. In 10 cases, a monophasic course was observed usually with recovery. Recurrence was present in 5 cases. An inflammatory mechanism was likely in 10 cases. Nosological relations between these cases and either Bell's palsy (idiopathic facial paralysis) or Tolosa-Hunt's syndrome are discussed.